BABYLONIA AND PERSIA                           121
when she threw in her lot with her kin against the
tyrant of the orient.    Darius ordered her destruction
and the first expedition in 492   B. c.   was the result.
Proceeding under Marduniya by land and sea and
through Thrace it was wrecked by a  storm  off Mt.
Athos and the Persian fleet  was   destroyed.    Then
followed a second expedition under Datis and Arta-
pherne    with   Hippias  helping   them.    Eretria  soon
fell to the advancing army and it sent a shudder through
Athens.    Help was   sought   of Sparta and the great
Olympian runner ran his maddest to  carry the news
of the impending danger to that premier city of Greece.
But the   Lacedaemonians   arrived   too late for the
Athenians had already   fought and   vanquished the
enemy.    Great numbers of the enemy lay dead on the
field of battle.    The Spartans congratulated the con-
querors and went away as they had come without
striking a blow.    The Persian army had landed by the
coast of Marathon, an open sea-plain, where one of
the greatest and most decisive battles of mankind had
been fought.    The army of the greatest empire of the
age was pitted against the patriotism of the little city
of Athens and of her friend   Plataea.    And when the
Athenians closed in combat the enemy was struck by
the resistance and shaken by the attack.    They charged
the great foe at a run and dispersed the Persians, who
taken by panic, rushed to their ships and sailed off
with those on the board.    Those who could not reach
the ships were massacred on the field.    Six thousand is
stated to have been the number of the invaders dead
as against one hundred  and  ninety-two.    This was a
great event for Athens, and Greece, and for Europe
and the world, but for Iran it was not perhaps so much
an event of importance.    After all, at the fag end of
the extensive empire a few generals  had lost a battle
in which a few soldiers of the vast Persian militia had
been killed.   All the sapae, Darius prepared to attack
Athens again and annihilate the daresome city.    But
about the same time Egypt revolted under Khabhash
(486 B. c.) and drew the attention of the emperor in